
            EROSION CONTROL, SECTION 1200.01 SILT FENCES 

Notes: Silt fences shall be installed at the mean high-water line. If a turbidity barrier is installed, 
a silt fence is not required. If a silt fence cannot be installed initially because of heavy shoreline 
vegetation, it shall be installed once the lot has been cleared within 24 hours. 

1. THE HEIGHT OF A SILT FENCE SHALL NOT EXCEED 36 INCHES (90 cm). 
2. THE FILTER FABRIC SHALL BE PURCHASED IN A CONTINUOUS ROLL CUT TO THE 

LENGTH OF THE BARRIER TO AVOID THE USE OF JOINTS. 
3. POSTS SHALL BE SPACED A MAXIMUM OF 10 FEET (3m) APART AT THE BARRIER 

LOCATION AND DRIVEN SECURELY INTO THE GROUND A MINIMUM OF 12 INCHES 
(30 CM). WHEN EXTRA STRENGTH FABRIC IS USED WITHOUT THE WIRE SUPPORT 
FENCE, THE POST SPACING SHALL NOT EXCEED 6 FEET (1.8 M). 

4. A TRENCH SHALL BE EXCAVATED APPROXIMATELY 4 INCHES (10 CM) WIDE AND 4 
INCHES (10 CM) DEEP ALONG THE LINE OF POST AND UPSLOPE FROM THE 
BARRIER. 

5. WHEN STANDARD STRENGTH FILTER FABRIC IS USED, A WIRE MESH SUPPORT 
FENCESHALL BE FASTENED SECURELY TO THE UPSLOPE SIDE OF THE POST USING 
HEAVY-DUTY WIRE STAPLES AT LEAST 1 INCH (25 MM) LONG, THE WIRES OR HOG 
RINGS. THE WIRE SHALL EXTEND INTO THE TRENCH A MINIMUM OF 2 INCHES (5 
CM) AND SHALL NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 36 INCHES (90 CM) ABOVE THE 
ORIGINAL GROUND SURFACE. 

6. THE STANDARD STRENGTH FILTER FABRIC SHALL BE STAPLED OR WIRED TO THE 
FENCE, AND 5 INCHES (20 CM) OF THE FABRIC SHALL BE EXTENDED INTO THE 
TRENCH. THE FABRIC SHALL NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 36 INCHES (90 CM) ABOVE 
THE ORIGINAL GROUND SURFACE. 

7. THE ORIGINAL SHALL BE BACKFILLED AND THE SOIL COMPACTED OVER THE 
FILTER FABRIC. 


